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thinge hathe avaunced them to so great wourship and trewe majesty
among1 al nations, that manye times they have as wel preserved theire
own citizens from the cruel force of their enemies, as they have
theire enemies from the furyous rage of theire owne men. For it is
wele knowen, that when theire owne army hathe reculed, and in
dyspayr turned backe, and runne away, their ennemies fyerslye pur-
suing with slaughter and spoyle, then the priestes cumniing betwene
have stayed the murder, and parted bothe the hostes.
So that peace hath bene made and concluded betwene bothe partes
upon equall and indifferent conditions. For there was never any na-
tion, so fierce, so cruell, and rude, but they hadde them in stiche
reverence, that they counted their bodyes hallowed and sanctified,
and therefore not to be violentlye and unreverentlye touched. They
kept hollye the firste and the laste dayes of every moneth and yeare,
divydinge the yeare into monethes, whyche they measure by the
course of the moone, as they doo the yeare by the course of the
sonne.
The fyrste dayes they call in theire language Lynemernes and
the laste Trapemernes, the whyche woordes may be interpreted, primi-
feste and fmifest, or els in our speache, first feaste and last feast
Their churches be very gorgious, and not onelye of fine and curious
workemanship, but also (which in the fewenes of them was neces-
sary) very wide and large, and hable to receave a great company of
people. But they be all suniwhat darke. Howbeit that was not donne
through ignoraunce in buildinge, but as they say, by the counsel of
the priestes. Bicause they thought that over much light doth dis-
perse mens cogitations, whereas in dimme and doubtful lighte they
be gathered together, and more earnestly fixed upon religion and
devotion: which bicause it is not there of one sort among all men,
and yet all the kindes and fassions of it, thoughe they be sondry and
manifold, agre together in the honour of the divine nature, as goyng
divers wayes to one ende: therefore nothing is sene nor heard In
the churches, but that semeth to agree indefrerently with them all.
If there be a distinct kind of sacrifice peculiar to anye several secte,
that they execute at home in their owne houses. The common sacri-
fices be so ordered, that they be no derogation nor prejudice to anye
of the private sacrifices and religions. Therefore no ymage of annye
god is seene in the churche, to the intente it maye bee free for every
man to conceive god by their religion after what likenes and simili-
tude they will. They call upon no peculiar name of god, but only
Mithra. In the which word they all agree together in one nature of
the divine majesti whatsoever it be.
No prayers bee used but suche as every man maye boldelie pro-
nounce withoute the offendinge of anny secte. They come therefore
to the churche the laste day of everye moneth and yeare, in the